INTERPRET THIS!!!

 I know I had promised a letter about something else BUT listen to this. Wednesday night Lin and I were invited to put on a ‘show’ for the campers at Camp Marcella. The kids are some degree of BLIND and might have multiple disabilities. We’ve been to the camp many times over the years and they are the best audience ever.

This particular group were the youngest campers ranging in age from 5- 8 years old. We do a thing for little kids called PeeWee Power which includes ‘message’ stories that usually involve audience members and incredible feats of strength. READ CAREFULLY and STAY WITH ME HERE!

Once upon a time there was a mean old farmer (me) and he was a dairy farmer (hear cows mooing- Lin’s special sound effects- audience laughs). Well the mean old farmer really hated frogs.

One day he was walking through his barn and he sees two frogs. ‘I hate frogs!’, he says to himself as he picks up the two frogs by the back of their necks. He then throws the frogs into a tub of old CREAM (remember it is a dairy farm- hear cows mooing- Lin’s special sound effects- audience laughs).

The mean old farmer then announces that ‘you two frogs are gonna drown in that cream and that will make me a happy mean old farmer’ and he leaves the barn.

The two frogs realize immediately that the only chance for survival is to start swimmin’ (picture my 2 volunteers paddling with their hands as I tell the rest of the story). 

After swimming for a while, frog #2 starts to get tired and tells frog #1 that ‘no one will ever find us here and we’re going to drown’.  But frog #1 will have none of that and tells him to ‘keep swimming and something good will happen’.

Some more time passes and frog #2 is focused on his aching limbs and tells frog #1 that ‘no one will ever find us here and we’re going to drown’.  But frog #1 again will have none of that and tells him to ‘keep swimming and something good will happen’.

More time passes and finally frog #2 announces that he’s very tired and that ‘no one will ever find us here and we’re going to drown’. He then stops swimming and he drowns (boy stops paddling and slowly descends to floor- gurgling sound comes through the speakers- again it’s Lin’s special sound effects- boy plays dead lying on the floor next to frog #1).

Well frog #1 looks over and she sees that her friend has died and she’s very upset BUT she keeps swimming because she believes ‘that something good is going to happen’. And she is getting very tired but refuses to give up.

Now boys and girls, let me ask you a question as frog #1 keeps swimming. What happens to cream when you keep churning it? That’s right, it turns to butter. Well, from all of the swimming in the cream the frogs churned the cream into butter and frog #1 was able to get out and SHE WENT HOME AND LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER (loud applause for frog #1 as she returns to her seat as well as frog #2 who played a great drowning frog).

Now Russell, why did you tell us THAT story? Well one reason is that we are always going to be around people who quit or give up on things BUT just because they quit and give up, we don’t have to. And if we don’t do what quitters do,usually very good things are going to happen for us.

Also, we must realize that frog #1 did not know that cream can be churned into butter. Many times in life things appear one way but then turn out different than we expect- even if we’re very smart. So if we just keep on doing  good things and making wise choices and refusing to quit and having a bit of faith, unbelievable great things can (and will) happen in our lives. 

So boys and girls, never forget the story of the 2 frogs and the mean old farmer and remember to be To Tough Too Quit (that’s what it says on our banner).

I did a few more feats, ended the show, enjoyed the applause, autographed a ‘burrito maker’ for the chef (I had rolled up a frying pan), loaded our equipment and went home.

The next morning I had to get out early with my daughter and when I returned, Lin was like totally beyond excited. She asked if I remembered telling the frog story and I said of course- it was only about 15 hours ago.

Lin had gone out in the morning with the dog and there was an old bucket on the lawn that my son had left out. It had rained hard the day before and the bucket was half full of water. As Lin looked inside the bucket she saw 2 FROGS- ONE WAS REALLY STRUGGLING TO SWIM AND THE OTHER WAS DEAD!!!

She slowly poured out the water and the live frog hopped away (see above- AND LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER).

No lie, this is an absolutely true story! Many in my family are in a place of transition and have to decide whether to ‘GIVE UP’ on certain things or to ‘JUST KEEP SWIMMIN’. This was especially true for my daughter Jayne Lin and she was the one I was out with early in the morning and the opportunity that was laid before her meant she would have to make some changes BUT THAT SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO KEEP HER BIG DREAM INTACT!!! I hope she has the strength of frog #1.

Well what do YOU think? Is this something you needed to hear RIGHT NOW or is it something a FRIEND or FAMILY MEMBER needs? Or can you look back and see yourself as one of the frogs? Let me know…

Also, please go to  http://www.topsecretsofsuccess.com/tsos4k.html to see what all of the excitement is about!!

As my friend David DeNotaris always says, “Make it a Great Day”...bye4now...

Your friend (iC),
Russell Jones

PS- Please visit us at the http://www.PowerWorkshop.org/ to see what’s new.
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