Disabled???

So there I was on Tuesday morning at an elementary school in New Milford, New Jersey.  I had just started my 2nd assembly and a few hundred students and their teachers were on the gymnasium floor eagerly awaiting what I was going to do or say next.  My wife Lin had introduced me as I blew up a Hot Water Bottle until it exploded.  

While catching my breath, I began to tell them about the seed of greatness each of them possessed, the superstar within each of them.  As usual, I let the audience know that it didn’t matter if they were short or tall, skinny or fat, light or dark, smart in school or not, athlete or not, artist or not, musician or not, or even if they couldn’t walk and chew gum at the same time.  And it didn’t matter who their dad or mom were (or even if they didn’t have parents).

I unequivocally stated that each and every one of them was BORN for a REASON. They were not accidents or mistakes.  I let them know that they possessed a special gift that the rest of us needed.  WE all lose when someone doesn’t fulfill his or her destiny. 

At that moment I looked down at the gym floor and noticed that I was standing on the 3-point line.  In basketball, there are very few players who can consistently make such a long shot into the basket.  I know of what I speak.  My daughter Jayne Lin did a shooting demonstration a couple of years ago where she made 100 out of 108 3-point shots in 10 minutes.  That is a mind blowing feat that very few (if any) in the world could match.  She was in a ZONE, a place of total focus.

But as I looked at that gym floor on Tuesday morning, I was NOT thinking about my daughter.  I then looked into the eyes of all those 8 to 11 year-old kids and hoped their hearts could hear me.

Then, in an unplanned moment, I broke into a story that’s been all over the news the last 2 weeks.  My dear friend Doc Gilbert tells it best.  Passion, Hope, Determination, Attitude, Patience, Opportunity, Preparedness, and Love all wrapped up in a little old game of basketball.  

THE JASON McELWAIN STORY

Dr. Rob Gilbert

Department of Exercise Science and Physical Education

NEVER GIVE UP ON ANYONE
Over the 17 days of the Winter Olympics, the most inspiring story in the world of sports did not happen in Italy — it happened in Greece. It did not happen in the country of Greece, but in the city of Greece — Greece, New York, a suburb of Rochester.

February 15 was senior night for the boys basketball team at Greece Athena High School. Coach Jim Johnson rewarded Jason McElwain, his hard-working student team manager for the last three years, by letting him put on a varsity uniform for the team’s final home game. But Jason knew he shouldn’t get his hopes up because he’d only get into the game if his team had a big lead.

With four minutes left, the Trojans were way ahead and Jason got his chance. His teammates fed him the ball and he threw up an air ball. Then he missed his second shot. What should you expect from a kid who’s only 5’6” tall and spent the whole season picking up towels, filling water bottles, and wiping up sweat?

Then something amazing happened. Jason caught fire and hit six three-point shots in a row and then at the buzzer he sank another shot. Twenty points in less than four minutes! Athena’s opponent that night, Spencerport High School, only scored 43 points for the entire game. Some have criticized the Games at Torino as having no magical moment. That night in Greece, New York something truly magical happened.

Is this just another “Rudy” or Rocky” story where the classic underdog final gets his chance and excels? No, this story is much more than that. It is probably one of the most inspirational sports stories of all time. What Jason did would be a great accomplishment for even a pro. It’s an especially great accomplishment for a 5’6” student manager who never played even one second of high school basketball. It’s even more of an accomplishment for a special education student who is autistic. That’s right, Jason is autistic.

Despite his challenges, Jason was able to tap into that basketball superstar who resides inside him. You know what that means? If he did it, you can do it too! There’s a great student, a great writer, a great musician, a great actor, a great scientist, a great actor inside you too.

The Jason McElwain story reminds me of one more thing . . . 

If you’re a parent or you’re going to be a parent — never give up on ANY child.

If you’re a teacher or you’re going to be a teacher — never give up on ANY student.

If you’re a coach or you’re going to be a coach — never give up on ANY athlete.

Never give up on anyone — never give up on YOURSELF!

Want more inspiration??? Call Dr. Gilbert’s Success Hotline at (973) 743-4690. Three-minute recorded messages available 24/7/365. New messages every morning at 7:30.

Please tell a friend about this BREAKTHROUGH NEWSLETTER (http://www.powerworkshop.org/) or just sign them up yourself and tell them that they can catch up by using the Archive Link (http://www.powerworkshop.org/archive.htm).
