Collaboration  

I had the opportunity to work with my 15 year old son on a project he was doing for his 9th grade Lit class.  What follows is how he responded to whether Shakespeare knew what he was talking about when he referred to ‘love at 1st sight’.  While my son makes some valid points, if you’ve never seen the classic movie ‘The Princess Bride’ much of the humor will be lost.  Rent it and enjoy.  Here then is my son’s take on this important literary question.

I believe that love at first sight is not possible. I do believe that there is attraction at first sight however.  To illustrate what I am saying, we can look at the movie The Princess Bride.  What was characterized as one of the greatest examples of “true love” is between Wesley and Buttercup.  The relationship has its roots in Buttercup recognizing Wesley’s character, which was reflected in his servant’s heart.  She saw what was on the inside as being much more valuable than what was on the outside.  

First let us establish a working definition of love.  At every wedding I’ve ever attended the following description is given for true love. “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged. It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. Love will last forever . . .” 

To answer the question “Can two people fall in love the first time their eyes meet or is this a crazy notion?”  I would conclude that there are two possible explanations.  The first is the word lust would be substituted for love to explain a purely physical attraction, which leads to heartache and disappointment.

The other explanation would be two people finding each other and having hope in their hearts that this would be their life’s companion.  Obviously it would take time for such a relationship to develop to the point where it became true love.  

From the PRINCESS BRIDE-
Plot Outline: A classic fairy tale, with swordplay, giants, an evil prince, a beautiful princess, and yes, some kissing (as read by a kindly grandfather)
Grandpa: [narrating] Nothing gave Buttercup as much pleasure as ordering Westley around. 
Buttercup: Farm boy, polish my horse's saddle. I want to see my face shining in it by morning. 
Westley: As you wish. 
Grandpa: [narrating] "As you wish" was all he ever said to her. 
Buttercup: Farm boy, fill these with water - please. 
Westley: As you wish. 
Grandpa: [narrating] That day, she was amazed to discover that when he was saying "As you wish", what he meant was, "I love you." And even more amazing was the day she realized she truly loved him back.

Westley: Hear this now: I will always come for you. 
Buttercup: But how can you be sure? 
Westley: This is true love - you think this happens every day?

Buttercup: You can't hurt me. Westley and I are joined by the bonds of love. And you cannot track that, not with a thousand bloodhounds, and you cannot break it, not with a thousand swords.

Miracle Max: Sonny, true love is the greatest thing, in the world-except for a nice MLT - mutton, lettuce and tomato sandwich, where the mutton is nice and lean and the tomato is ripe 
[smacks his lips] 
Miracle Max: they're so perky, I love that.

The Impressive Clergyman: Mawage. Mawage is wot bwings us togeder tooday. Mawage, that bwessed awangment, that dweam wifin a dweam... 
[cut to Westley, Inigo, and Fezzik] 
The Impressive Clergyman: And wuv, tru wuv, will fowow you foweva... 
[cut to the trio again] 
The Impressive Clergyman: So tweasure your wuv. 
Prince Humperdinck: Skip to the end. 
The Impressive Clergyman: Have you the wing? 
[cut to the trio once more]  

Stay positive and keep training AND PLEASE tell a friend about this BREAKTHROUGH NEWSLETTER (http://www.powerworkshop.org/) or just sign them up yourself and tell them that they can catch up by using the Archive Link (http://www.powerworkshop.org/archive.htm).
